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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (70 points)
Read the article below and then answer questions 1-8.

THE NEW LIBRARIES

The Boston Public Library, founded in 1848, is the oldest public library in the
USA. Soon, however, people won't recognize it. The library is being completely
rebuilt, and when the work is finished there will be bright, open spaces where
visitors can sit and have a cup of coffee, in addition to the quiet reading rooms.

5 A section for teenagers will have a restaurant, rooms with the latest equipment
for recording music and making animated films, and even an area with exercise
bikes.

The Boston library is not the only public library that is being transformed.
Similar changes are being made in libraries across the country, and with good
10 reason. "These days, when you can sit at home and find everything you need
online, libraries must increase their appeal," says Jason Murray, head of the
Memphis City Library. "To do that, they have to provide much more than books
and a place to read them. So now we are planning to attract visitors by making
them think of libraries in a totally new way — as places where they will be able

15 to do creative work and meet friends."

Not all the changes involve construction work. Some libraries, for example,
have taken one simple step to make the atmosphere friendlier: visitors are now
allowed to talk out loud in certain areas. Additionally, librarians today are trained
to meet more of the public's needs. "Let's say you're researching a particular

20 subject," says Mr. Murray. "We can help you search for sources on the Internet
and show you how to use them." The various efforts seem to be paying off.
In the last seven years, there has been a considerable rise in the number of visits
to public libraries throughout the USA.

Of course, not everything about public libraries is changing: they continue to
25 have long rows of shelves filled with books. This is not surprising, since most
readers still prefer to hold a real book in their hands. One American library
found this out the hard way. In 2010, it got rid of all its printed books and
started offering only e-books, but visitors protested so strongly that a year later
it brought printed books back. Libraries today may be different, but some things

30 have apparently stayed the same.
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Note: The exam continues on page 6.
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